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to war, is failing in helping men and 
women in uniform when they get out of 
war. 

f 

EXCHANGE OF SPECIAL ORDER 
TIME 

Mr. WELDON of Florida. Mr. Speak-
er, I ask unanimous consent to take 
the Special Order time of the gen-
tleman from Oklahoma (Mr. COLE). 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Florida? 

There was no objection. 
f 

STEM CELL RESEARCH 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Florida (Mr. WELDON) is 
recognized for 5 minutes. 

Mr. WELDON of Florida. Mr. Speak-
er, I come from the Sunshine State of 
Florida, and I rise tonight to shed a lit-
tle sunshine, speak out some truth re-
garding the facts on stem cell research 
and specifically President Bush’s posi-
tion on stem cell research. And I would 
like to highlight some of the inaccura-
cies, misstatements and lack of candor 
that is coming from presidential can-
didate JOHN KERRY. 

Senator KERRY’s statements are no-
table for their sweeping inaccuracy. 
And as a physician who has formerly 
and still does take care of patients suf-
fering from diseases like Alzheimer’s 
and diabetes mellitus, I am very con-
cerned that these statements are cre-
ating a false hope on the part of many 
people who suffer from these condi-
tions. And, further, I am very disturbed 
by the fact that it appears as though 
the Senator is trying to exploit their 
suffering for his own personal political 
gain. 

Senator KERRY has repeatedly stated 
that he intends to lift the Bush ban on 
stem cell research. What he does not 
tell us is that there is no Bush ban on 
stem cell research. Indeed, just this 
past year, under the Bush administra-
tion, some $300 million has been spent 
on adult stem cell research, and on em-
bryonic stem cell research, there has 
been about $35 million spent. The facts 
are simple, and they are basically this: 
This body, the Congress of the United 
States, passed a ban on Federal dollars 
being used for research that involves 
the destruction of a human embryo. 
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Interestingly, Senator KERRY has 
voted for that, it is in the Labor, 
Health and Human Services bill, and he 
has voted for it I understand repeat-
edly; and that is where the ban is. It is 
actually in a bill this body passed and 
that Presidential candidate JOHN 
KERRY actually voted for. He is now 
criticizing President Bush for some-
thing that he actually voted for. 

So what is the truth? What is really 
going on? Well, this body voted for no 
funding on any research that involves 
the destruction of a human embryo. 

When you do embryonic stem cell re-
search in humans, you have to destroy 
a human embryo in order to do that re-
search. You have to take stem cells out 
of that embryo and, in the process of 
doing that, you destroy it. This is not 
illegal in the United States. It is per-
fectly legal to do it. The debate is ex-
clusively over Federal funding of it. 

Now, what President Clinton did is 
he played a very clever game around 
the intent of the law. He allowed these 
embryos to be destroyed in outside 
labs, and then the embryonic stem 
cells were shipped over to the NIH and 
he allowed Federal funding to be used 
for that. 

I, along with others, felt that Presi-
dent Clinton was violating the law 
when he was doing that. And we asked 
him to stop, and he did not. Ulti-
mately, George Bush came into office, 
and this was one of the first significant 
biomedical issues that the Bush admin-
istration had to wrestle with, and the 
decision was made that they would 
stop doing that. They would essentially 
stop being complicit in violation of the 
law and they would comply with the 
law. 

So what is exactly the controversy 
here, you might say? Stem cell re-
search, embryo stem cell research, 
what exactly is going on is very, very 
simple. We have been using adult stem 
cells, and adult stem cells are stem 
cells from our own bodies, in treating 
people with diseases for years and 
years and years and years. 

I have in this chart next to me on my 
left an example of a person who had 
bad rheumatoid arthritis, and this is 
something we call a rheumatoid nod-
ule. They were treated with adult stem 
cells, and you can see in this photo 
that nodule clears up, the rheumatoid 
arthritis goes away. 

This is another chart of the same 
person. It may be a little bit hard to 
see, but this is before the treatment, 
the joints were very inflamed and red. 
You can see a nodule here on the 
thumb. Then after an adult stem cell 
treatment, it all clears up. 

There are some people who feel that 
these embryonic stem cells will be bet-
ter at this kind of treatment, but it has 
never been done. Nobody has ever 
taken an embryonic stem cell and 
treated a human being for anything. 

What I believe Senator KERRY wants 
is he wants Federal dollars to be used 
for embryonic stem cell research in hu-
mans, even though it has never even 
been successfully done in animals. I 
think this is the wrong thing to do, and 
I think Mr. KERRY needs to retract 
some of these misstatements that he 
has been making. 

f 

GREAT VICTORY FOR FARM 
LABOR ORGANIZING COMMITTEE 
IN REACHING LABOR AGREE-
MENT 

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. 
MURPHY). Under a previous order of the 
House, the gentlewoman from Ohio 

(Ms. KAPTUR) is recognized for 5 min-
utes. 

Ms. KAPTUR. Mr. Speaker, I am 
proud to speak this evening on behalf 
of the people of our congressional dis-
trict in Ohio. All Members like to rise 
when something really significant has 
happened, and I come from a part of 
America, northern Ohio, that has al-
ways fought for the betterment of the 
working conditions of people, across 
our region, across our State, across our 
country, and indeed across the world. 

This past week, and I will place the 
article in the RECORD, something truly 
historic has occurred, something that 
deserves mention in the CONGRES-
SIONAL RECORD of our Nation, and that 
is the great victory by the Farm Labor 
Organizing Committee of Northwest 
Ohio and its magnificent leader, 
Baldemar Velasquez, in achieving the 
first labor agreement on behalf of thou-
sands and thousands of migrant work-
ers across this continent, for the first 
time giving them the ability to earn a 
decent wage, to have decent working 
conditions, and to contract for their 
labor, to begin to get rid of the corrup-
tion that surrounds individuals who 
move around this continent, exploiting 
people and forcing them to pay bounty 
if they want to go back to their nation, 
forcing them to pay a bounty if they 
want a job, and then ignore them, ig-
nore their welfare when they are work-
ing with no rights at all. 

Every year, 9 million people come to 
the United States of America, most of 
them illegally, to work in our fields, 
picking blueberries, cutting cabbage, 
working in meat plants, working in 
food processing facilities with abso-
lutely everybody sort of closing their 
eyes to their welfare, everybody mak-
ing money off their backs, and yet 
those workers having no standing. 

This past week, through this incred-
ible agreement, the Farm Labor Orga-
nizing Committee has finally given the 
most exploited people on this continent 
the first platform to stand on. I could 
not be prouder to represent any group 
of people than this group. 

I can remember as a young college 
graduate coming back to my commu-
nity in Ohio and wearing a button that 
said FLOC, the Farm Labor Organizing 
Committee, and it had the words ‘‘viva 
la causa,’’ long live the cause. Indeed 
the cause has finally been victorious 
across this great continent. 

This contract that the workers have 
gotten will cover over 8,000 workers, 
dozens of growers, and hopefully begin 
to ameliorate the terrible conditions 
forced on workers on this continent be-
cause of NAFTA, all that came before 
it and the worsening conditions that 
came after, as millions of Mexican 
farmers were thrown off their land and 
became a mobile group of people across 
this continent with no place to live, no 
decent wages, coming into our market, 
trafficked by among the most des-
picable people that have ever lived. 

I am just so proud of the Farm Labor 
Organizing Committee. This is the first 
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